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DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

WATER STORAGE REALLOCATION
FEASIBILITY STUDY AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
PHILPOTT LAKE, VIRGINIA

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District (Corps) has conducted an
environmental analysis in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended. The final Integrated Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment (IFR/EA)
dated DATE OF IFR/EA, for the Water Storage Reallocation addresses Henry County Public
Service Authority’s (HCPSA) current and long-term water supply needs in the Philpott Lake,
Virginia. The final recommendation is contained in the report of the Chief of Engineers, dated
DATE OF CHIEF’S REPORT.

The Final IFR/EA, incorporated herein by reference, evaluated various alternatives that
would current and future water needs for the period of 2023 to 2072 in the study area. The
recommended plan is the National Economic Development (NED) Plan and includes:

¢ Reallocation of 5,200 ac-ft from the conservation storage pool at Philpott Lake to water
supply

In addition to a “no action” plan, one alternative was evaluated, the Recommended Plan.

For all alternatives, the potential effects were evaluated, as appropriate. A summary
assessment of the potential effects of the recommended plan are listed in Table 1:

Table 1: Summary of Potential Effects of the Recommended Plan

Insignificant Insignificant | Resource
effects effects as a unaffected
result of by action
mitigation*
Aesthetics [ ]
Air quality O

Aquatic resources/wetlands

Fish and wildlife habitat
Threatened/Endangered species/critical habitat
Historic properties

Other cultural resources

Floodplains

Hazardous, toxic & radioactive waste
Hydrology

Noise levels

Socio-economics
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Insignificant Insignificant | Resource
effects effects as a unaffected
result of by action
mitigation*
Environmental justice O U
Soils Ol ]
Tribal trust resources O Ul
Water quality [ [
Climate change O O
Operations and Flood Risk Management O U

Public review of the draft IFR/EA and FONSI was completed on DATE DRAFT EA AND
FONSI REVIEW PERIOD ENDED. All comments submitted during the public review period
were responded to in the Final IFR/EA and FONSI. IF STATE AND AGENCY REVIEW (SAR)
IS REQUIRED, INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES. A 30-day state and agency review
of the Final IFR/EA was completed on DATE SAR PERIOD ENDED. PICK OPTION BASED
ON RESULTS OF STATE AND AGENCY REVIEW.

Pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers determined that the recommended plan will have no effect on federally
listed species or their designated critical habitat.

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers determined that the recommended plan has no effect on historic
properties.

A water quality certification pursuant to section 401 of the Clean Water Act will obtained
from the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality prior to construction. In a letter dated
DATE OF LETTER, the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality stated that the
recommended plan appears to meet the requirements of the water quality certification, pending
confirmation based on information to be developed during the pre-construction engineering and
design phase. All conditions of the water quality certification will be implemented in order to
minimize adverse impacts to water quality.

All applicable environmental laws have been considered and coordination with
appropriate agencies and officials has been completed.

Technical, environmental, economic, and cost effectiveness criteria used in the
formulation of alternative plans were those specified in the Water Resources Council’s 1983
Economic and Environmental Principles and Guidelines for Water and Related Land Resources
Implementation Studies. All applicable laws, executive orders, regulations, and local
government plans were considered in evaluation of alternatives. Based on this report, the
reviews by other Federal, State and local agencies, Tribes, input of the public, and the review by
my staff, it is my determination that the recommended plan would not cause significant adverse
effects on the quality of the human environment; therefore, preparation of an Environmental
Impact Statement is not required.
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Date Benjamin A. Bennett
Colonel, Corps of Engineers
District Commander



